
What is a data center? 
●​ Meta data centers are part of the global infrastructure that brings their technologies and 

programs to life — including Facebook, Instagram, Threads, Messenger, WhatsApp, 
Meta Wearables, and Meta Quest. 

●​ These facilities store, process, and deliver data, enabling billions of people to connect 
and communicate worldwide.​ 
 

Why are data centers necessary? 
●​ Every digital action — sending a message, watching a video, using social media — 

depends on data center operations. 
●​ Meta’s approach is built on positive community impact and investing in long-term 

benefits, including: 
○​ Investing in the local economy and infrastructure. 
○​ Supporting hundreds of jobs during construction and operation. 
○​ Bringing new clean and renewable energy projects online and sustainability 

efforts that benefit the region. 
 
What is the investment and economic impact? 

●​ Total investment in Lebanon: More than $10 billion. 
●​ Operational jobs: ~300 operational jobs once completed. 
●​ Construction workforce: 4,000+ skilled trade workers at peak. 

 
What are the economic development programs & how does it affect local revenue? 
Reasoning for Economic Development Programs 

●​ The City of Lebanon opted to proceed with the data center development by providing 
property tax abatements as allowed under state statute. 

●​ City Council voted to approve an Economic Development Agreement in 2024. 
Local Revenue 

●​ The parties agreed that in consideration for certain property tax abatements on qualifying 
property, the data center will make annual Community Impact Payments to the city, which 
grows as development expands at the site. 

●​ Financial impact to the city once the data center is fully operational is expected to be 
millions of dollars. 

 
What are Meta’s sustainability commitments? 

●​ Meta operates with a focus on being good stewards in the community. Optimizing the 
efficiency of their data centers has always been a priority to help reduce their 
environmental impact while ensuring that people can rely on their technologies and 
services.  

●​ Meta has a goal to become water positive in 2030, meaning they’ll restore more water 
than the data center consumes in the watersheds in which they operate.  

●​ The Lebanon Data Center will feature advanced on-site water efficiency, including: 



○​ Utilizing a closed-loop, liquid cooled system that recirculates the same water 
and uses zero water for a majority of the year for cooling. 

○​ Native vegetation landscaping to minimize irrigation. 
○​ Rainwater capture and infiltration systems. 
○​ Water-saving fixtures and technologies throughout the facility. 

●​ Meta is also partnering on a project to restore 200 million gallons of water annually over 
the next ten years. 

Clean Energy 
●​ Meta’s global operations are net zero emissions and they have an ambitious goal to 

reach net zero emissions across their value chain in 2030. 
●​ Meta is committed to supporting the addition of new energy projects to the grid — this 

includes four projects in Indiana that add 409 megawatts of new clean and renewable 
energy.  

●​ Meta matches all of its electricity use with 100% clean and renewable energy. 
●​ Meta also pays the full costs for the energy used by their data centers and any new 

infrastructure needed — along with the costs associated with adding clean and 
renewable energy to the grid. 

Preserving Local Habitats 
●​ Meta is revitalizing a section of the Deer Creek stream, improving ecological health by 

expanding vegetation and creating a better habitat for pollinators. 
 
How will local water and wastewater infrastructure handle the development? 
Water Production, Treatment, Storage, Transmission, and Distribution 

●​ The City evaluates demands for treatment, storage, pressure, and validates pipeline 
main sizes for all new developments before approval. 

●​ The demand for this development is well below the City’s planned capacity. 
Wastewater Conveyance, and Treatment 

●​ Proposed discharges are analyzed for volume and quality. 
●​ Professional engineers model flows to ensure correct treatment technology and sufficient 

capacity. 
 
What are the community benefits & partnerships? 
Community Grants: 

●​ The Meta Data Center Community Action Grants program will launch in fall 2026. This 
program: 

○​ Supports local schools, nonprofits, and sustainability projects that:  
■​ Put technology to use for community benefit; 
■​ Enable people to build strong, sustainable communities;  
■​ Improve local science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics 

(STEAM) education. 
●​ Additionally, Meta will bring free digital skills workshops to help small businesses and 

nonprofits grow online. 
Long-Term Partnership: 



●​ Meta works closely with state, regional, and local leaders to ensure projects 
deliver mutual benefits and sustainable growth for the region. 

 
How was the site selected? 

●​ The site selection process is a multi-year, competitive effort involving detailed evaluation 
of infrastructure, workforce, utilities, and environmental factors. Confidentiality is 
essential throughout early discussions due to competition among potential sites. 

●​ The LEAP District is a strong industrial opportunity because it can support the scale and 
infrastructure that modern industry needs—power, connectivity, logistics access, and 
room to grow. Projects like advanced manufacturing, logistics, and data infrastructure 
increasingly require large, well-positioned campuses, and Lebanon is emerging as a 
top-tier option for that kind of long-term investment.  

●​ Additionally, the LEAP District provides industrial growth with standards (setbacks, 
landscaping/screening, noise, traffic planning, etc.) a predictable, codified framework that 
encourages high-quality users and reduces uncertainty for the community and for 
projects like ours. 

●​ The proposed data center use and Meta’s involvement in the project have been in the 
public domain since 2024.  

●​ Meta collaborates closely with officials at all levels to ensure the final agreement benefits 
both the company and the community.  

 
How will Meta ensure transparency with the community? 

●​ Meta is committed to transparency and responsible resource use.  
●​ Once operational, they will report their energy and water use annually at 

sustainability.atmeta.com.  
●​ The city has also observed open meeting and public hearing requirements during 

approval processes related to economic development, infrastructure, and 
water/wastewater agreements.  


